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We areé

º An Urban Studies class 

collaborating with the MinKwon

Center for Community Action 

º A diverse student body invested 

in the future of Downtown 

Flushing,  studying what new 

development will mean for the 

entire community.

Our goal is to promote awareness of 

redevelopment to community 

members, organizations, and 

others involved in or affected by 

the redevelopment process to 

ensure that all community  

membersõ voices are heard.

Our Semester Research tasks:

We conducted a study of the planning 
initiatives in Downtown Flushing to 
gather information about the area.

º Toured the Flushing Waterfront

º Met with the stakeholders

º Worked side by side with the MinKwon
Center Community Organizers

º Conducted land -use, small business, and 
residential surveys

º Researched in and out of the classroom, 
personally and in a group setting

º Studied Research Methods



STUDY AREA



GEOGRAPHICAL H ISTORY OF THE FLUSHING

R IVER

The river flows through the northern part of central Queens 

into the East River . It is located in a valley that may have 

been a large riverbed before the last Ice Age that once divided 

Queens into an Eastern and Western half.  

This map shows the Flushing 
River in 1891. The landscape here 
appears almost identical since 
the last Ice Age.
Source: 
http://www.mazeartist.com/flushingriver.htm



The source of the Flushing River was once located in what is 

today known as Kew Gardens Hills . Many years ago the 

location was called the òHead of the Vleigh ó (Dutch for 

òvalleyó) because it is where the Queens Valley began. 

This is the Queens Valley Exchange 
where the Grand Central Expressway, 

the Van Wyck Expressway, Union 
Turnpike and the Jackie Robinson 

Parkway all cross paths. The source of 
the Flushing River is on the right. 

Source: http://www.mazeartist.com/flushingriver.htm

The area near the mouth of the creek became the site of the 1645 Dutch 
settlement named Vlissingen. It is said that the name Vlissingen means 
ȰÓÁÌÔ ÍÅÁÄÏ×ȟȱ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÁÓ Á ÎÏÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÌÕÓÈÉÎÇ -ÅÁÄÏ×ÓȢ 



THE POLITICAL H ISTORY OF THE FLUSHING R IVER

ÅBy dredging the 
Flushing River, Robert 
Moses and the 1939 
Worldõs Fair 
fundamentally altered 
the look of the waterbed.

Å To ease travel between 
the Western and Eastern 
part of  Queens, the 
Flushing River was cut 
off from connecting 
bodies of water. Source: http://macaulay.cuny.edu/eportfolios

Post 1939 map of Queens.



THE POLITICAL H ISTORY OF THE FLUSHING R IVER

º Before 1930, one could cross 

the Flushing River from 

Flushing to Willets Point in 

two ways: drawbridges and 

boats.

º Today, the Roosevelt 

Avenue Bridge and the 

Northern Boulevard 

Bridge s erve this function.

· However, walking over 

these bridges is not 

pedestrian friendly . 
Lack of Roads and Infrastructure 

in Willets Point
Source: forgotten-ny.com


